Thunder - Alive And Kicking At 37

- — JANET JAGAN

Thirty-seven years ago, Thunder, always designated
the official organ of the People’s Progressive Party was
first printed. The first issue was published as a monthly
In January 1950, priced at two cents. The very first issue
stated: “PAC has now become the Thunder. Thunder is
the organ of the People’s Progressive Party. We need your
help 50 we can realise our aim to reach at least 10,000
readers ...”

PAC, the abbreviation for Political Affairs Committee,
was first published November 6, 1946, continued as a
mimeographed 4-page publication and then merged into
Thunder.

The name Thunder originated from the William
Morris poem that has always been on the masthead of
Thunder — “Hark the rolling of the thunder! Lo the sun!
and lo thereunder. Riseth wrath, and hope, and wonder”.
As the 37 years have gone by, this section of Morris’ poem
still seems green and applicable.

Thunder has been taken for granted for so long in the
PPP, that unfortunately, its anniversaries are generally
overlooked — including the even numbers like 10th, 20th
or 30th. For that reason, at a recent Thunder Editorial
Board meeting it was suggested that on the occasion of
Thunder’s 37th anniversary (not a number usually com-
memorated) we print a bit about our publication in this
issue. '

I was the first editor of Thunder and kept the post,
while a'so functioning as PPP General Secretary, from
1950 to mid-1956. At that time, Brindley Benn then be-
came editor and held the post until Ranji Chandisingh
became editor in late 1957, being brought home from the
UK for the job. At that time both Brindley Benn and my-
self were Ministers in the PPP government of 1957-61.

Later H,J.M. Hubbard, who had been one of the
founder-members of PAC (but who dropped out for ten
years from 1947-57) became editor. By that time, Thunder
was back to a monthly after having moved to a weekly
in the fifties and early sixties — that is, until Mirror be-
gan in 1962. :

Finally, Thunder became a quarterly publication in-
July 1969 under the editorship of Dr. Charles Jacob. At
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